Lewes History Group meeting Monday 26 October 2009

Diana Crook - Mrs Dudeney's Diary
 

Diana Crook’s talk will be based on the personal diaries of Alice Dudeney, who lived at Brack Mount, Lewes, from 1914 until her death in 1945. Alice was a novelist, compared in her day to regional writers such as Thomas Hardy, and published short stories in Harper’s Magazine, but her writing is all but forgotten today. She was unhappily married to Henry Dudeney, grandson of the self-educated shepherd who ran one of the most respected schools in Victorian Lewes, and both are buried in Lewes town cemetery. Her astonishingly candid diaries reveal her as arrogant, self-centred, unfaithful, malicious, and snobbish but are one of the best sources for Lewes life in the first half of the 20th century.
