Lewes History Group meeting 8 March 2010

Paul Myles – Thomas Paine’s Lewes
Thomas Paine is best known for his role in American independence and his support for the French Revolution, and he lived in Lewes as an excise officer for only a few years, between 1768 and 1774. However, he has left his mark on our town, and the town left its mark on him. Paul Myles directed the 2009 festival to mark the 200th anniversary of his death, and his research has thrown new light on this important formative period of Paine's life. Paul's collaborative research with local historian Colin Brent and others is a classic example of the strength of the research team, with members approaching a common topic from different backgrounds.
