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Description of intended site     (From Sussex Express   Friday September 

3 1920) 

 Site…is generally acclaimed as an excellent one 

 Commands view from its highest point of Newhaven, Firle Beacon, 
Mount Caburn and the Weald 

 The contour is such that roads can be made with simple and easy 
gradients 

 It will be possible to connect up with a high level sewer….none of the 
sewage will require pumping 

 Water and gas mains and the electric light cable are easily accessible 
 The station in only about a mile and a quarter distant 
 Three elementary schools in the neighbourhood 
 Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches nearby 
 Main bus route between Lewes and Brighton passes the end of Nevill 

road 
  
“Altogether, therefore, it is felt that no serious disadvantage attaches to 
the site as regards its position” 



1890   Housing of the Working Classes Act 
Strengthened the Artisans’ Dwellings Act of 1875 which gave powers to local councils to clear 
slums within their boundaries and to re-house at least half the people displaced by slum 
clearance.   This was the start of councils providing people with houses for rent although few 
were built before WW1.  
  
1919   Addison Housing and Town Planning Act 
Made housing a national responsibility. Local authorities were promised government subsidies 
to help finance new housing (Homes Fit for Heroes) and rented accommodation where it was 
needed by working people. As the economy rapidly weakened in the early 1920s, however, 
funding was cut, and only 213,000 homes were completed under the Act’s provisions. 
  
1923    Chamberlain Housing Act 
Reduced the housing subsidy to local authorities.  Provided subsidies for private companies 
building affordable housing.. Introduced the Rent Restriction Act, which limited evictions and 
required rents to be linked to the property's state of repair. 
  
1924     Wheatley Financial Provisions Housing Act 
MacDonald dubbed 'our most important legislative item'.   Provided public housing to council 
tenants, as against the previous government's commitment to privatisation. This landmark Act 
subsidised the construction of 521,700 rented homes at controlled rents by 1933, when the 
subsidy for encouraging local authority housing construction was abolished 



1938 copy  of the agreement made in 1920 between the Abergavenny Estate and the 
Borough of Lewes. The Borough bought 39 acres of land on 5th November 1920  for £1,700  
(Between £46 8s 10d  and £81 an acre – compares with £1000 acre in Paddock area)  for 
the purposes of Part III of the Housing of the Working Classes Act 1890.” 



On the 1st October 1924 the Ministry of Health consented to the sale of about 21 ¾ acres 
of this land (pink area) “for the purposes of Part III of the Housing of the Working Classes 
Act 1890.”    Council houses were built in both sections.  



Sussex Express 
September 3 1920 
 
Alderman Rugg, Mayor 
of Lewes, presides over 
the opening ceremony 
for the Nevill building 
project. 



Sussex Express   
October 1    1920 

 
 
The prospective Labour 
candidate, S.E.Plummer, 
claims Trades and 
Labour Council had to 
press Town Council to 
agree to new Housing 
Project 
 
 



Sussex Express   8 October 
1920 
 
 
Alderman Every says the 
Housing Committee “did not 
lose one single minute in 
setting to work” on the new 
Housing Estate and that there 
had been complete 
agreement on the 
committee. 

 



By 1930 a large part of 
the estate had already 
been built 
 
 
Nevill Crescent from 1922 
North Way from 1922 
South Way from 1924 
Nevill Road from 1922 
Middle Way from 1927 
Cross Way from 1927 



                 James Cheetham photograph from Lost Lewes by Kim Clark  
 



• (The National Archives | Access to Archives 

• www.nationalarchives.gov.uk › ... › Access to 
Archives 

• Land (30a) and Floods Barn (part of Landport 
Farm), Lewes, sold to John Christie on 16 Aug 
1933 for the Nevill Housing Estate ABE/47D 
1931 - 1937 ...) 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=179-nevill_2&cid=-1
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/A2A/default.aspx&rct=j&sa=X&ei=AvdUT7H1DsbR0QW-9dX0Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CCQQ6QUoADAA&q="Floods+Barn"+Lewes&usg=AFQjCNHdx9ibMl0FeBxL_cqTQQkFpL5pKA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/A2A/default.aspx&rct=j&sa=X&ei=AvdUT7H1DsbR0QW-9dX0Cw&sqi=2&ved=0CCQQ6QUoADAA&q="Floods+Barn"+Lewes&usg=AFQjCNHdx9ibMl0FeBxL_cqTQQkFpL5pKA


Nevill Downs Estate – mid 1930s 



Nos. 

from 

1934 

House name 

Named from 

1924 to 1934 or 

as dated 

Resident name 

 1924-5 

1927-8 1929-30 1931-32 1932-34 1934-36 1936-38 1938-40 

LEFT  

SIDE 

                  

2 The Gables         Firmin  AH Webster Misses “ “ 

4 Rand Cottage Chandler H J “ “ “ “ “ “ “ 

4a Downland     Carter A “ “ “ “ ? 

6 Downsville   Savage Alfred     “ “ “ “ 

8 Penrith Gilbertson Mrs A E “ “ “ “ “ “ No resident 

10 Holmbush Pannett Charles Pannett C & Son “ “ No resident Potter Frank “ Huck major John 

OBE MA 

12 Laverock   Simpson W E “ “ dla25/DL/A/25/1099 “ “ “ 

14 Four Winds     No resident Skinner Miss E “ “ “ “ 

16 The Haven     Sweatman, Albert 

E 

“ “ “ “ “ 

18 Bellerby Lodge     Gilbert Frank “ “ “ “ “ 

20 

  

Rathbarry       Atkin Miss M V W “ Holdoway Henry R “ Kitching 

Laurence Charles 

22 Ecila/Elila 1932         Butchers “ (Reginald) “ “ 

24 Ramleh 1936         ??? Letts F C “ (Fredk 

Cuthbert) 

“ 

26 Evelyn 1936         Collett E A    Collett E A  “ Auld D M MA 

28 Aorangi         Johnston W R S   “ “ “ 

30 Lamorna 1938           Easton W H “ Euston Wm 

Hutton 

32 Four Corners 

1938 

          Pickard Mrs E Bardsley Thomas 

Reginald 

“ 

RESIDENTS OF SOUTH WAY   1924 - 1934 
 from Pike’s Directory for Lewes, Seaford & Newhaven 

 



Sale of land to first owner of 20 South Way:  
 Miss Mary Victoria Worthington Atkin 



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 

•   East Sussex Record Office 
•   Lewes Borough Council: building control plans 

 
 
 
 
 

• 20 South Way, Lewes for Miss M A Worthington Atkin by 
Messrs Wratten and Godfrey, 18 Queen Anne's Gate, 
London, architects  dla25/DL/A/25/774  6 Jun 1928 

•    Garage, 20 South Way, Lewes for Miss M A W[orthington] 
Atkin  dla25/DL/A/25/775  6 Jun 1928 
 

Reference dla25/DL/A/25 

Former reference DL/A 25 

Covering dates 1882-1948 

Held by East Sussex Record Office 

Extent About 2400 files  

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon/searches/locresult_details.asp?LR=179
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon/searches/locresult_details.asp?LR=179
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon/searches/locresult_details.asp?LR=179
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=179-dla25&cid=0
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=179-dla25&cid=0
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon/searches/locresult_details.asp?LR=179


Sussex Express 
15th Nov 1935 
 
 
Where should 
prison houses be 
built? 
 



Extra land was sold to South Way residents (angered by the proposed construction of 
houses blocking their view) 18th May 1939 on condition they maintained a short stretch of 
Hawkenbury Way.  Later a large communal concrete air-raid shelter was built on the pink 
area of land acquired by number 20. 





Hawkenbury Way before 1983 when houses were being 
built on the southern side of the road. 



Brian Beck in 
front of number 7 
North Way 



RIGHT SIDE 

NORTH WAY 

House name 

Named from 1929 

to 1930 or as dated 

Resident name 

1922-3 

1924-5 1927-8 1929-30 1931-32 1932-34 1934-36 1936-38 1938-40 

1 (5 in 1922)   Arnold E Clark George 

William A 

“ “ Jackson Stanley C “ Lawler Thomas 

Joseph 

“ “ 

3 (6 in 1922)   Ryder J Howarth 
professor of music 

Butchers G Butcher 

Charles 

“ Sinnock Sydney J “ “ “ “ 

5 Launceston       Booth W J “ “ “ “ - William James “ 

7 Dilston       Beck  W J (check) Beck T G “ “ “ “ 

9 Hillside       Wingfield Ernest “ “ “ “ “ 

11 Beaulieu(not 1931))       Wallace William Beck Mrs A “ “ “ Micklin J 

13 Elsenham ‘38           Wright A “ Rowsell RTG No resident 

15 Netherleigh ‘38           Coleman The 

Misses 

“ “ “ 

17               Seargill 

Leonard 

“ “ 

19               Williams 

Frederick 

Charles 

“ Finn Norman Ray 

21               Whisker Alfred 

C 

Mansfield Albert 

Job 

Mawford Albert Job   

“ ? 

23               Field Hubert 

George 

“ “ 

25 Slopefield 

(Plot 13 –Borough 

Minutes) 

     dla25/DL/

A/25/742 

for Mrs 

Emma Avery 

No resident Avery Ernest “ “ “ “ 

27 

Archive record 

St Valery 

(from 1927) 

    Duval Duval William No resident Crotty Mrs C E   “dla25/DL/A

/25/1290 

“ “ 

29 Gorselands1931     dla25/DLA

/25/757    

TE Rawles 

builder? 

  Odom W E “ “ “ “ 



Nevill Local History Group 

Do you have stories to tell? 

Do you have pictures and documents to share? 

Would you like to explore the history of your 
street? 

 

If so please contact us: 

http://leweshistory.org.uk/projects/the-lewes-
street-stories-initiative/the-nevill-estate/ 
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