Friday, June 12,2020 wvm.sussexéxpress.co.uk

SUSSEXEXPRESS L |

Feature New

‘It’s literally a community of ﬂags - individualé" :jw(:)r_k zill coming togéther
- and will be a lasting legacy of creativity in Lewes during lockdown’

Itwas 18 monthsago that
atextile project was first
suggestedtomark the Pells
Centenaryin Lewes.

And so akitchen table project
began-tomake bunting that
would decorate the streets,
park and swimming pool.
Now;, after three months of
lockdown, the number of
bunting flagshasrisento180
sewn by morethan70 people
andthe first strings—roughly
25metres-were hunglast
weekendinagesture tomark
the special centenary date.
“T¢'samazing how people have
responded,” said designer
Emma Carlow.

“Tt’sliterally a community of
flags—individuals'workall
comingtogether - andwill be

alasting legacy of creativityin
Lewes duringlockdown. Our
targetwas 100 metres, butit

" willbe evenlonger by

June2021.” .
Simpleimages
Emma of Talbot Terrace, and
Marilyn Willis,an embroiderer
from Toronte Terrace, leda
smallteam of residents keen
tobeinvolved. Simple, visual
themes were chosento
represent the area: swimmers
(inspired by Pells Pool) and
1920s swimming costumesto

bees;landmarks suchasthe
pub, the churchand the Finnish
memorial plus allthose people
who usedtoliveinthe Pells

area:dairymen, jockeys,

mark the centenary; wildlife . -
- lincluding ducks, fish, treesand -

milliners and boot-makers.
Freebunting packs
Emma’s designs flowed offher
computerandappliqued cut-
outswere pinnedontriangular
colouredflags. Meetings
upstairsat The Elephantand
Castle continued, where people
stitched and chatted, bringing
scrapsof cloth, old sheetsand
remnantsfrom home. Free
sewingkits were made and
peoplewereinvited tostitch—
whatever their level of skill-and

. toembellishthe flags with
‘buttons, beads and sequins.’

‘SwimandSew’ packs,each
withaneedleandthree
coloured threads, were

available atthe Pells Pool kiosk, -
_thenwhenwintersetin, there

were ‘Sipand Sew’ kits at the

churchcaféin StJohnsub

Castro.InJanuary 2020, at the
old Pells school, tenlocalsmet -
“ one Saturday morning to sew

backingto flags—withthree

sewingmachines, twoironing

boardsandacameraona
tripodto photograph each one.
Stitching duringlockdown
InMarchthe Covid-19
pandemic put the centenary
plansonhold, butbunting
enthusiasts keptonsewing,
someinventing their own
designsand exploring new
ideas. Jane Lee of Church Row

stitched 35 pennants, mostlyto.

her own designsinresponse to
thelocal environment-broods
of ducklings and moorhens,
foxes onthe prowl,dogson
leadsand

cats in gardens.Shesaid:
“Designing and sewing
pennantshasreally helped

‘meget through theisolation

oflockdownasitgavemea
focus every day which kept
me sane! The stitchingwas
totallyabsorbingandlet me
be creativeinaway I've never
exploredbefore.I'msolooking
forwardto seeing the result of
everyone’slabourswhenwe
finally hold a centenaryevent.”
Historicportraitstoo -
Susanna Longley,whose

_paintings of Pells' streets

will feature in the new book;
turned her hand to sewing

unusual portraits of key figures:
. John Rowewhofirstgifted

landin1603; Wynne Baxter,
first Mayor of LewesandLen:

Willey, a Labour councillor
who campaigned for Willey's
footbridge tobebuiltinthe

- 1960s.

Susannasaid: “The level of
concentrationrequired to
dothe sewing, completely
absorbed me;time passed
without avisitto the fridge, or
evenacoffee! What'smore
atthe end of each portrait, I
feltasifI had done something
productive - and positive
feedback kept me going.‘I
suppose thelessonT'velearnt

fromthislockdownisthatto

getthroughtimeswhenyoufeel
powerless, finding something
youlike to doand amotive for
doingit, gives you backthat
powerandthe world around
youevaporates:”




