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Butcher Robert W. Ford outside his 8 South Street shop, c.1911 

Posted on Lewes Past by Allison Reynolds (from Australia) 
 

FB messaged her 4 Sep 2015 asking permission to use it, granted same day. 
 

The small boy is Allison’s grandfather. 
 



 
Giorgio Pizzeria Ristorante 

8 South Street, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2BP,  
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 6pm-10.30pm 
(Closed Bank Holiday and Sundays) 
 

The restaurant was formerly a workmen's cafe when we first opened 
in 1984. We decided to convert to an "up-market" restaurant in 1988, and this was when La 
Scarpina was born, however after a 7 year era we decided to convert again to a Pizzeria 
Restaurant which we called "Giorgio's". 

However we did not want to be like any other typical Pizzeria Restaurant, so we tried to offer 
the original and traditional pizza and pasta dishes. This enabled us to educate people's taste to 
the original recipes of a True Italian Pizzeria Ristorante of Italy. and keep some of the 
dishes from La Scarpina but also introduce a vast selection of true Italian Pizza's and more of 
a selection of traditional Pasta dishes as well. These included the traditional Pasta dishes of 
Spaghetti, Tagliatelle and Penne, with a variety of sauces. Also a selection of Chicken, Veal, 
Steak and Fish Dishes. 
 
We have now been going for a further 5 years as a Pizzeria Restaurant and have successfully 
educated a wide span of clientele who are able to share the local hospitality of a family-run 
authentic Italian restaurant, which is renowned for both good quality food and value for 
money. 
 
 
Dear Customer, 
 
It is with regret to announce that the restaurant will no longer be open for business as 
from 15th January 2001. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wholeheartedly thank you all for your custom and 
support over the years that I have been in business. 
 
I would especially like to thank all of you for your concern and kind words since the recent 
flooding. 
 
However, I think the time has come for me to consider retirement, and the recent flooding 
events have, unfortunately, hastened this decision for me. 
 
Thanks for your time and I hope you appreciate the reasons for closure. 
 
Giorgio Brigatti 
Giorgio@brigatti.co.uk 
Proprietor 

 



 

Copper Corner from Facebook 

 

 

Copper Corner, number 8, from Facebook 

 



8 South Street (formerly no. 34) 

Date Owner Occupier Notes Source 

 8 South Street (also 10 & 12)   

1753   Site within orchard & backside of The Swan – abuttal of 
14 & 16 

Brent 

1854   Described retrospectively as two house erected by W 
Fenner, deceased, upon ground bought by him of H 
Harben:  W Fenner then sold the southernmost (no. 8) 
to Mrs Grover. The northernmost descended as nos. 10 
& 12 

HIL 6 

1785 T Harben  Note not H Harben (as above) sold the ground to W 
Fenner. 
Note: Thomas Harben owned premises formerly The 
Swan 

A5500 

1793 W Fenner  Sale advert:  two new substantial brick-built freehold 
dwelling houses in Cliffe near the corner, one occupied 
by Mrs Corder, the other, with a carpenter’s shop, by W 
Fenner, the proprietor 

SWA 1793 Aug 
26 

1786 W Fenner  Now no. 8 only Brent 

1800 W Fenner G Verrall sen  Brent 

1805 W Fenner Mrs Groome  Brent 

1810 Mrs Groome T Leney  Brent 

1820 Mrs Groome Isaac Leney  Brent 

1823  Isaac Leney Coal merchant & corn dealer Pigot Dir 

1826  Isaac Leney  Brent 

1827  Jas Taylor  Brent 



8 South Street (formerly no. 34) 

1833  W Fairhall  Brent 

1835 Eben Robias Chas Martin  Brent 

     

1841  Jas Moorey Age 40, basket maker; Mary Moorey, age 40;  Trayton 
Moorey, age 15;  Edwin Moorey, age 10;  Richard Bolton, 
age 35, gardener;  Harriett Bolton, age 25 
Elizabeth Fenner, age 55, ind 

Census 

1843 J Knight Jas Moorey  Brent 

1851 Dinah Knight  Age 75, widow proprietor of houses, b. Firle 
Poss also:  John Ashdown, age 42, wheelwrights 
journeyman, b. Withyham;  Philadelphia Ashdown, wife, 
age 37, b. Eastbourne 
 Daniel Ashdown, age 19, carpenters journeyman, b. 
Hellingly 
Edward Milham, age 28, builders carman, b. Chiddingly 

Census plus 
Brent 

1854 J Knight Trayton Moorey  Brent 

1855  Trayton Moorey basket maker Kellys Dir 

1861  William King Age 46, butcher, b. Fletching;  Mary King, wife, age 41;  
Mary King, dau, age 21, milliner assistant;  Ann King, day, 
age 19, dressmker;  M John King, son, age 14, butchers 
boy; Hannah King, dau, age 11;  Agnes King, dau, age 4;  
Eliza A King, dau, age 10 mths 

Census 

1871  William King Age 56, master pork butcher, employing 1 man;  Mary 
King, wife, age 51;  Hannah King dau, age 21, assistant; 
Agnes King, dau, age 14;  Eliza J King, age 10;  Francis 
King, dau, age 7;  Herbert King, grandson, age 8 

 



8 South Street (formerly no. 34) 

1881  Edward Funnell Age 50, general labour;  Ann Funnell, wife, age 39;   
Herbert Funnell, son, age 18, general labourer;  Edith 
Funnell, dau, age 12;  Mary J Funnell, dau, age 10;  
William C Funnell, son, age 8;  Ellen Funnell, dau, age 6;  
Henry Funnell, son, age 4;  Alice M Funnell, age 4 mths;  
Agnes King, sister, age 34, general domestic servant;  
Samuel Robinson, boarder, age 38, watchmaker 

Census 

1881/8
2 

Mrs Funnell (No. 33) Butcher St Dir 

1882-
1883 

Edward Funnell  Pork butcher St Dir 

1887  Edward Funnell Butcher (?) Brent 

1891   
Edward Funnell 

Age 62,  labourer, general, b. Laughton;  Ann Funnell, 
wife, age 49; William E Funnell, son, age 18, groom;  Ellen 
Funnell, dau, age 16;  Henry Funnell, son, age 14, grocers 
assistant;  Alice Funnell, dau, age 10;  Bertha Funnell, 
dau, age 3;  Charles, Foord, boarder, age 23, fireman in 
gas works.  All b. Lewes other than Edw 

Census 
Address given as 
No. 8 

1900/0
1 

Edward Funnell  Pork butcher  

1901  Edward Funnell Age 71, lime burner;  Ann, wife, age 59; Clara, dau, age 
34;   William, son, age 28, house painter;  Henry, son, 
coachman domestic; Bertha, dau, age 13 

 

1902-
1903 

Edward Funnell  Pork butcher St Dir 

 



8 South Street (formerly no. 34) 

1903/04 Robert William Ford 
Henry Reynolds 

 Butcher St Dir 

1905-
1907 

Mrs A Funnell  Pork butcher St Dir 

1910 T Moorey R Ford  IRV 475 

1911  Robert William Ford Age 52, butcher;  Jessie Eliza Ford, wife, age 26;  Reginald 
George Ford, son, age 18, clerk, railway – SC Railway; 
Hilda Kate Ford, dau, age 16, book keeper - drapers;  
Jessie McArthur Reynolds, dau, age 25;   Hubert Douglas 
Reynolds, grandson, age 2.  All b.Lewes 
6 rooms 

Census 

1909/10-
1922/23 

Robert William Ford  
 

Butcher St  Dir 

1921 Robert William Ford Described as Part 8 South 
Street 

Age 62, butcher; Jessie Eliza Ford, wife, age 62;  Reginald 
George Ford, son, age 29, assistant butcher; Hilda Kate 
Ford, dau, age 26, cashier 

Census 

1921 Reuben Henry 
Reynolds 

Described as Part 8 South 
Street 

Age 41, b. Newhaven, seaman (out-of-work Lewes 
Portland Cement Co).;  Jessie McArthur Reynolds, age 35; 
Robert Douglas Reynolds, age 12; Muriel Jessie Reynolds, 
age 4 

Census 

1924/25 Robert William Ford 
Henry Reynolds 

 Butcher St Dir 

1927/28 C H Hooper  Butcher St Dir 

1929/39-
1931/2 

W H Shoesmith 
8a Reuben Henry 
Reynolds 

 butcher St Dir 



8 South Street (formerly no. 34) 

1932/34-
1936/38 

Reuben Henry 
Reynolds 

  St Dir 

1939 vacant   Census 

1938/40   See No. 10, Walter Fuller General store  

1951/52 8/10 Walter Fuller  General store St Dir 

1957-
1962 

8/10 Walter Fuller  Confectioner St Dir 

1964-
1974 

8/10 B Plumber  Confectioner St Dir 

1984-
2001 

Giorgio Brigatti  Workmen's cafe from 1984-88.  Then  La Scarpina 
restaurant for 7 years, named for small shoe found 
hidden in the roof of the building.  Then became 
Giorgio's Pizzeria Ristorante 

Information 
found on the 
web 

 


