
Number 81 South Street 
 

Date Owner Occupier Notes Source 

 81 South Street  All the tenements were formerly held by Ranscombe 
Manor 
81, 83, 85, 87, 89, 91, 93, 95 South Street copyhold, rent 
twelve pence 

Brent 
IRV 34-41 

16th 
Cent 

  Cottage lately built on the waste Brent 

1627 J Edmund   Brent 

1725   R Russell, late Ambrose Galloway, before Hood Brent 

1787-98 W Kempe   Brent 

1800   Sale advert: late Serjeant Kempe:  cottage divided into 
two tenements with garden (F Galloway, J Emery and H 
Norman occupiers) 

A5550 

1800 G Wille  Cottage and garden recently sold to G Wille timber 
merchant 

Deeds 97-99 

1812   Cottage & garden in length 90feet Brent 

1812  G Wille and H Norman 
occupiers 

 Deeds 97-99 

1824 Chas Wille   Brent 



Number 81 South Street 
 

1831  G Wille and H Norman 
occupiers 

 Deeds 97-99 

1841-
1891 

  Early census data does not fit the present numbering, 
which is first given in 1891.  It looks as if there were 
more than 8 houses between 81 and 95 until sometime 
before 1886 when 8 houses are described.  The 
residents listed in no. 81-95 are therefore best guesses 

Census 
HD 

1841  ?Elizabeth Shoesmith 
 
 
William Head 

Age 56;  Elizabeth Shoesmith, age 20;  Joseph Shoesmith, 
age 15, bargeman 
 
Age 30, sawyer;  Mary Head, age 35;  George Head, age 
12; William Head, age 8;  Hames Head, age 4;  Josephh 
Head, age 4;  John Head, age 1 mth;  Sarah Amos, widow; 

Census 

1851 Wille ?Jesse Eldridge 
 
 
Also William Head 

Age 22, agric labourer, b. Brede;  Anne Eldridge, age 26, 
b. Brede;  Herbert John Selmes, son of wife, age4, b. 
Brede; Henry Edward Selmes, age 1, b. Gravesend, Kent 
age 44, sawyer journeyman, b. Newhaven;  Mary Head, 
age 51, b. Uckfield;  William Head, son, age 17, labourer 
& gardener, b Newhaven;  James Head, son, age 15, agric 
lab,  b Newhaven;  John Head, son, age 10;  Henry Head, 
son, age 7 
 
 
 

Census 



Number 81 South Street 
 

1861 Wille William Head 
 
 
 
?Charles Hemsley 

Age 54, journeyman sawyer, b. Newhaven;  Mary Head, 
age 60, b. Uckfield;  James Head, son, 25, bargeman's 
lab; Henry Head, son, age 17, groom;  Mary A Waghorn, 
boarder, age 3, b. Brighton 
Age 28, bargeman's labourer, b, East Grinstead;  Caroline 
Hemsley, age 26, b. Iford;  Charles Hemsley, son, age 1;  
William Hemsley, nephew, age 5, b. Brighton 

Census 

1864 Wille  Chas Wille admitted  

1871 Wille William Cottrell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also 81? William Hopper 

Age 50, lab on railway, b. Barcombe;  Mary Cottrell, age 
41, b. Hamsely;  Sarah Cottrell, dau, age 14, servant out 
of situation, b. Hamsey;  Mary Hemsley, dau, age 11, 
nurse girl, b. Hamsey;  Harry Hemsley, son, age9, b. 
Hamsey;  John Hemsley, age 6, b. Hamsey;  William 
Randels, lodger, age 24, coal porter, b. Hampshire;  
Amelia Randels, visitor, age 65, nurse out of 
employment, b.  Hampshire;  Charles Pearce, lodger, age 
60, lab on railway, b. Lindfield 
 
Age 37, gen lab;  Sarah Hopper, age 31, b. Chailey 

Census 

1881 Wille Charles Webb 
 
 
 
 

Age 48, whelwrights lab, b. Catsfield;  Mary P Webb, age 
46,b. Burwash;  George L? Webb, son, age 21, railway 
shunter, b. Ticehurst;  William Web, son, age 15, errand 
boy, b. Goudhurst, Kent;  Hannah Web, dau, age 14, b. 
Goudhurst, Kent;  Harriett Webb, dau, age 12, b. 

Census 



Number 81 South Street 
 

 
 
Also 81?  Thomas Taylor 

Ditchling;  Thomas Webb, son, age 8;  Albert Webb, son, 
age 4;  Fanny Webb, dau age2 
Age 50, carter;  Sarah Taylor, age 55, charwoman 

1886   Wille sale:  five with stuccoed fronts, three with brick and 
flint fronts 

 

1891  Julia A Mitchell Age 55, b. Chiddingly;  Hilda Mitchell, dau, age 12, b. 
Lewes;  Albert Mitchell, son, age 9, b. Lewes 

Census 

1901  Julia A Mitchell Age 55, b. Chiddingly;  Hilda Mitchell, dau, age 12;  Albert 
Mitchell, son. Age 9 

Census 

1900/01-
1909/10 

 Mrs Mitchell  St Dir 

1910/11  Harry Hylands  St Dir 

1910 Mary Sophia Morris   Brent 

1911  Harry Lovell Hodges Age 28, fish hawker, b. Brighton;  Edith Clara Hodges, 
wife, age 30, b. Henfield;  Leslie Lovell Hodges, son, age 
6, b. Brighton;  Lillian Edith Hodges, dau, age 4;  Ethel 
Florence Hodges, dau, age 2, b. Lewes;  Jane Fish, 
mother in law, age 69, b. Petworth;  5 rooms 

Census 

1913/14-
1938/40 

 Harry Lovell Hodges  St Dir 



Number 81 South Street 
 

1921  Harry Lovell Hodges Age 39, upholsterer, b. Brighton; Edith Clara Hodges, 
wife, age 40, b. Henfield; Leslie Lovell Hodges, son, age 
16, wheelwright, b. Brighton; Lilian Edith Hodges, dau, 
age 14, Book binder; Ethel Florence Hodges, dau, age 12; 
George Hodges, son, age 9; Stanley Hodges, son, age 6; 
Peggie Gwendoline Hodges, dau, age 10;  Annie Fish, age 
43, sister in law, b. Frome, Somerset 

Census 

1939  Harry L Hodges b. 30/12/1882, upholsterer master;  Edith C Hodges, b. 
8/10/1880;  Peggy G Hodges, 1/08/1920, book folding;  
Barbara G Hodges, b. 6/10/1923, book folding;  1 closed 
record;  Norman Beal, b. 7/03/1927, at school;  Colin 
Beal, b. 19/06/1935, under school age 

1939 Register 

1951/52-
1974 

 Mrs E (or F?) C Hodges;  
from 1960 Miss B G 
Hodges 

 St Dir 

 


